
I  recently talked with Cory Cardinal about his discussions with other inmates about their
experiences with Covid-19. I have compiled all the information on the alarming issues going on
inside into this document .  The inmates feel that there are some alarming things going on inside



in regards to how the system dealt with the infections and lied and tried to cover it up. These are
the experiences of inmates who reached out to me to share their exact words.

Information provided by Cory Cardinal.  Dictated on January 29, 2021

I am currently moved back to overflow dorm 1, which houses 30 inmates, all who subsequently
got sick from Covid-19 when the outbreak was declared November 19, 2020.  Every single
inmate who was housed here was infected with Covid-19, despite the many pleas and warnings
that this dorm was seriously vulnerable and overcrowded. In multiple accounts, I have heard
confirmation that very minimal was done to inform and prevent inmates from getting sick and
inmates were lied to about access to a doctor, which never came.

Public health came once to inspect living conditions and the seriousness of the infection and
was prevented by the interim leader Kelly-Anne from doing a proper inspection.  Multiple
inmates who needed medical attention were dismissed by the staff and interim team leader who
minimized the seriousness of the symptoms and the infections.

All the evidence I have encountered from numerous accounts have corroborated that the
Saskatoon Correctional Center has made a serious attempt to cover up the seriousness of a
mass Covid-19 infection. All the information that was told to the public from the Ministry about
the inmates receiving proper health care and proper preventive measures being taken to protect
the inmates was lies.

A week after I left the unit the outbreak came.  This unit was like ground zero for infections.
Staff were saying that this was the first unit to get sick in the province.  I am now back on what
they call ground zero.  Every inmate here has been trading stories and telling me what
happened. There were 27 inmates that got sick and three that tested negative, but got tested
again and came back positive because they were not moved off the unit with the positive



inmates. The jail was still doing moves, moving inmates from here to other units which spread
the infection. Inmates were trying to access a doctor, because inmates were getting very sick.

One inmate was panicking because his chest was hurting and he felt like there was fluid in his
chest.  They tried to get to speak to a doctor through the phone and that never happened.
There was no access to no doctor, the only way to see the nurse was through a food slot.
There was no access to anything and the public health inspector came to see the seriousness
of the situation and Kelly-Anne kept the health inspector from coming into a certain point and
talking to the inmates.

Cory Cardinal
January 29, 2021

Information provided by Dylan Brown, dictated January 30th, 2021.

I am a 30 year old caucasian Male.  I have been here on remand in a dorm with about 30
people and it is physically impossible for us to practice any form of social distancing. When they
first told us that they took out an inmate on this unit because he had Covid-19, the first thing
they did was give us masks, but only three days after they found an inmate with covid and then
it took them a week to do anything that involved the nurses who only gave us tylenol and motrin.

Whenever we asked the staff for anything like any information, or request papers and even
personal hygiene products the staff would get snooty and act like we were asking them for
favors.  Someone asked for a razor and the guard got into an argument with an inmate.  It was
really childish and unprofessional on how they were handling everything. We put in requests to
try and speak to a medical professional, such as the doctor here or anybody who had any type
of medical degree other than someone who can only hand out our medication and we were
denied that.  The doctor never came in until the place cleared the quarantine.

Our requests were ignored, we spoke to someone in charge and requests were always sluffed
off.  When we finally did get the team leader here to talk to them we had to go on hunger strike
to get any kind of acknowledgement for anything. When we called them out about things they
said, they would back peddle on things they said or they would say that because public health is
in charge of everything, it's not us, our hands are tied.  They just passed the blame off to public
health. When they actually did bring someone in from public health to check out our living
conditions we had the inmate representative try and ask a few questions such as look at all
these people in this small room, the conditions of the washroom, before any questions could be
answered they hurried to the door, like we were some lepers or something.

They stated that they were going to update us daily about stuff, none of that was even true. We
literally had to go on a hunger strike to talk to the team leader Kelly-Anne, who was not even the
actual team leader, she was just filling in and everything was sluffed off, everything she said was
fabricated everything that was told to the media. They would not let us see any doctors



because we never even had a doctor here.  Kelly-Anne took inmates on and off this so called
quarantine unit as she pleased, spreading the covid virus throughout the jail.
The covid tracing was covered up, she stated they have the means to trace where the covid
came from and then started moving people around the jail and then all of a sudden they did not
have the means to find any of this stuff out.   We were on quarantine for about 44 days.
Throughout that time inmates came in.  The jail was bringing negative into a covid positive unit.
They were not even preventing anyone from getting covid and then the staff got sick and went
home to infect the public further.  I am shocked at how any of this was handled.   Anytime there
was any wrongdoing they always stated that it is public health fault and that all they do now is
follow orders of public health.   I doubt there was a doctor present here for the entire time of the
lockdown.

I got assaulted here and needed multiple eye surgeries and because of Covid-19 my eye
surgeries and follow up surgeries had to be rebooked. Now I have permanent eye damage.  I
came into this jail fairly healthy and by the time I leave I'm going to be leaving with irreparably
eye damage, mental and physical trauma from the system failing me, staff failing the system,
and not following the guidelines that were there to protect me as an inmate and a citizen of this
country.   This all has opened my eyes to a lot of things going on in here.   Since this whole thing
started I was in the big dorm , numerous rights from the bill of rights, our charter rights were
violated.  Inmates are still people.  There were inmates that reported coughing up blood and
they were brushed off.  There was an older guy here who was a few weeks off from having his
senior citizen and old age pension paying him.  He had COPD and multiple respiratory problems
and he was ignored and sluffed off.   He was told to go to his bed and sleep it off.  Told to go to
a bed that is surrounded by multiple beds within arms reach and told to go on his bed and
cough there.

Dylan Brown
January 30th, 2021

Information provided by an anonymous inmate, Dictated January 30th, 2021

I am 29 years old and I have been incarcerated since October, 2020.  I have fallen victim to an
infectious disease known as Covid-19.   Since I have come infected and diagnosed with
Covid-19 I have experienced and am still experiencing symptoms such as fatigue, shortness of
breath, loss of appetite, chest pains, cramps.

I have also been exposed to a chemical that is being used in here to deep clean a unit.   The
said chemical which is better known to inmates and staff as fog, which is not meant for human
consumption or inhalation.   We inmates are forced to inhale this chemical or chemicals that
they spray throughout the correctional center.



I for one have been sprayed or fogged in my sleep a couple of times.   The outcome of this
resulted in myself waking up coughing and spitting up blood.   Little to nothing has been done to
help me overcome my situation other than telling me that it will most likely clear up and given
motrin for body aches.  I feel like the system and health care has failed us miserably.

Anonymous inmate
January 30, 2021

Information provided from an anonymous inmate, Dictated January 25, 2021

I am am incarcerated at the Saskatoon Correctional Center, on September 11, 2020, I was
placed in delta for 14 day quarantine for Covid screening. After 14 days I was moved to
overflow 2 / 3 dorm that houses 40 inmates. We all eat in the same room, live in the same room,
it is the only dorm that gets treated the worst, even before the pandemic.  It is always
overcrowded.  There is only one shower for 40 grown men to share, 2 showers, 2 toilets, 2
sinks.

When I was there I noticed that multiple times I seen staff not wearing PPE, even though it was
mandatory for them to do so at the time.  The staff did a random search of the unit and dorm
and they were not wearing PPE at the time of the search. It was seen that some were not even
wearing gloves.  After the search we were told to go back to the bunks and everyone was mad
because staff touched everything without gloves. Two days later people started coughing and
sneezing and having flu like symptoms.  Medical said it’s nothing and that it’s probably just the
vents making us feel like that .

A week went by and 40 of us were feeling sick.  The staff never took the temperature of anyone.
Basic Covid testing was not available.  Three more days went by and then finally they declared
there was tests from public health (SHA) and we all got our tests done .  There was no response
to our complaints.  We put in complaints to the staff before, but nothing happened.  We did our
tests and all of our tests came back positive for COVID-19.  We demanded updates about
Covid-19 and what is going on.  We got no response and two weeks later we were super sick
with Covid-19 l that most of us should have been hospitalized. The nurses said it’s nothing that
bad.  After they were taking guys that were sick off the dorms and bringing guys that were not
sick on to the unit.  All 40 inmates were on hunger strike while sick with Covid-19.

There was no response on medical requests until after about two weeks after being sick with
COVID-19.  I myself have hepatitis C and auto immune deficiencies.  I feel like the courts and
the jail and the  Crown never helped me and I felt that my life was in jeopardy.  As One of the
guys that was sick the longest, the side effects still haunt me.  Every time I open up my eyes,
when the nurse said that everyone in jail or anyone on the street can catch it more than two
times after 60 days of having it.  I have my positive results with me.  I sent one copy to my
lawyer.



Most of us were still feeling side effects still and none of us got released and I am still pretty
sure that there are 40 guys in there. We are wishing and praying for our health to see what kind
of help we can get.  Three weeks after being positive for Covid I was moved to remand 1
because they claim that I was inciting a hunger strike but they have never proved that.  When I
got there they told me that I get a shower every 3 days for 2 to 5 minutes.  They would not let us
out of our cells for exercise or any time on the range. We were not allowed shampoo products
or bars of soap from the canteen because it’s restricted there as per policy.

The unit deprives inmates of shampoo and soap from the canteen as part of a punishment.  We
have to use so green stuff from the jail that makes most of us itchy and most of us are allergic to
it.  We have nothing to wash our hair with because the shampoo that they give us makes our
hair and hair itchy.
I asked for canteen sheets for toothbrush and toothpaste and soap and nail clippers and they
said no, because the rule and policy do not allow that .  If we wanted a toothbrush we had to
use on the little tiny plastic toothbrushes that they provide, toothpaste that does not even have a
name brand on it, and they don’t allow nail clippers so we can not clip our nails.  They have a
nail clipper in the office , but we have to share that and this is not hygienic and not fair.

I went on a shower strike for the time I was on remand because I wanted to make a point that If
I had no way of buying my own shampoo I felt that I have no rights down here and made a point
of view for other inmates too.  I asked multiple staff if I could have access to smudging and they
said no, they can not do that because we are not to share other inmates stuff, but that does not
make sense .  They did not give us the smudge box until after the quarantine as lifted , but when
I was in the dorm sitting they gave us the smudge box each time we asked.  This made no
sense as we all had COVID-19 in the 2 /3 dorm, but when I was moved to remand , they said
no.    But range 2 they were allowed to smudge and come out of their cells.

I wondered how one side could come out of their cells and the other side quarantined  because
the one who serves the food goes back and forth. We can see from our range in secure the
remand side and we notice about a week ago that staff are wearing full PPE and they look
cautious when they go onto that unit - remand 1, 2, 3, and 4.   This is the only range they are
wearing full PPE and then here they only wear a mask so it’s interesting as to what is going on
over there .

Anonymous inmate
January 25, 2021




